
Interview of [Chhoeun Sophal] 
A: Interviewer by me, [Kim Meng] 

B: The person who was interviewed was [Chhoeun Sophal]. 
 

 
A Brief History of [Chhoeun Sophal]  

Sister [Chhoeun Sophal], she is 36 years old in the year 2019.  
She has in total 4 children, 3 boys, and 1 girl.  

She got married in 2001. Her current address is [Peam Okhna Ong] village, [Peam Oknha Ong] commune, [Lvea Aem] district, [Kandal] 
province. 

 

 
A: First of all, I would like to greet you, I come from BYU in America  
and I have an invitation to come interview you about some of your life history. 
That you lived during the Pol Pot era,   
of when you lived during that era, and what difficulties you faced or if it was easy.  
Yes, and maybe I want to interview you about your life for a while, is that okay? 
B: Yes. 
A: Yes, thank you very much, and for the day I interviewed you, it is March 11, 2019, and the interview is by me, [Kim 
Meng], and for you, what is your name?  
B: Yes, for me, my name is [Chhoeun Sophal]. 
A: Right, and for your dad, how old is he this year, and how old are you? 
B: This year, I am 36 years old.  
A: Yes, and for you, do you have a place or a hometown where you were born? 
B: Yes, for my place of birth, it is [Tonle] province,  
and until this time we have lived here. 
A: And for this place, what is the village called  
and what about the district? 
B: Yes, for this place is called [Ta Skor] village, [Sarikakeo] commune, [Lvea Aem] district, [Kandal] province. 
A: Yes, for me I want to be very familiar  
and for your father and mother, what are their names? 
B: Yes, for my mother, her name is [Sok Soeun]  
and for my father, his name is [Nguon Chhoeun]. 
A: Yes, and for both of them, how old are they? 
B: Yes, for my father, he is dead already  
so for me, only my mother remains, and my mother, she is 56 years old. 
A: Yes, and for you said that for your mother, she had cancer, right? 
B: Yes. 
A: Yes, and for you, did you take her to the hospital or no? 
B: Yes, I mean, we took her to the hospital, and at [Ang Duong] Hospital  
and when we went to the hospital, they said they would receive her for surgery  
and would scan her head.  
And when they looked at it, they cut her flesh a little to take it to some for experiment, and they looked if her flesh was 
malignant or benign.  
And if her flesh was malignant, they would not be able to operate on her  
and at the time of surgery, she had ear muscles  
and when we got her, we examined her, and her flesh grew out of her head and came back to her ears.  
At that time, they didn't dare to operate on her.  
They told us to take her to go get radiation treatment at the Russian hospital and for us we were  
not brave enough to take her.  
And when she received radiation treatment, they didn't just do it once but twice, 
in other words, we received this treatment about 5 to 6 times 
until we just could not stand it anymore  
we could only suffer for her [...]. 
And when the time came we were sad to inject her medicine for her at home  
and when she was sick, we just had to continue to give her injections  
and when she [...], she knew about the medicine the hospital gave her for her illness, and she lost it, so the doctor will 
do the injection for us again.  
A: Yes, when the doctor did the injection, what did you think?  
B: We didn't think anything about it, we thought about it during the trip  
because we did not know what else to do.  
And another thing, when we would inject her with medicine, she would still be the same.  



At that time, we gave her medicine in a combination to help her recover in maybe 2 to 3 days, and she had already 
picked up more, and before that, we had just transported her, she would have come from the hospital. 
A: Yes, for us, when injecting medicine in the village, was there effectiveness there or not? 
B: Yes, it was effective, but like I said before 
when the disease, it becomes resistant to the medicine, then we would inject the medicine and it wouldn't be effective  
and to say that the disease is familiar with the medicine, even though we inject again, the pain continues.  
For the disease, it is said that it can be spread to the children  
and even to this very day, we always feel afraid.  
In other words, we are always scared  
and it is said that the disease can be transmitted to their children  
and for us we are their children.  
For now, it's tormented us   
and up until now, we would have a headache. 
A: Yes, for you, did you go to check in and see her or no? 
B: Yes, for us, we have not yet checked in to see her  
and scan our heads. 
A: Right, and about this story, is it true or not, that it can be passed to you? 
B: We don't know  
but just for the doctor, they told us this story. 
A: Yes, for me, I think this story is that it can not be transmitted actually. 
B: Yes, actually they said that in regards to that, that is the first child yes.  
And until this time [...] hated their mother  
because their mother was born with cancer  
and this cancer was due to her obesity,   
they put on a lot of fat. 
A: Yes, speaking about your mother, when she came back from the hospital, and she had recovered a bit, is that right? 
B: Yeah, actually, she has not recovered since she returned from the hospital  
and it's been about a year since we took her to the hospital  
and she's received medicine by injection here in the village since  
and we've done it in our house.  
And one thing, she hasn't recovered even a little bit.  
We have been watching her for about a year now  
and up until now her illness has been very distressing and for her face will be [...],  
and for her, she can not eat anything.  
When she eats, it always falls out  
and like when she eats, it flows back through her nose.  
Truly speaking, her illness is very brutal.  
And another thing that's very difficult is that 
when I spoke with her, she said that when there are people walking past her, a lot of them run away from her.   
As for the inside of her, she is very miserable. 
And for the old they said, if we can carry baskets over our shoulders, we can carry that   
and if we carry illness, we cannot handle it.  
And at that time, we do not know who helped whom  
because of what the doctor said.  
We will only be admitted to [Ang Dong] Hospital once every week, 
but we want to go every day  
but it does not matter. 
We just went up and down and ran out of money, a lot of money   
and when we'll get just a scan, it will be $1,000 just for one time.  
And the same goes for the doctors in our village  
because when we eat, we don't get better.  
And for the home doctor, when they mixed the medicine for us to ingest, we recovered only a bit, and when we took 
the medicine from [Ang Duong] Hospital, it was that  
when we ingested it, we do not recover at all after one use.  
And for the medicine that was combined for us was about 100 to 150 dollars, so when we drink it, it will be only 2 to 3 
days before it is gone.  
A: Yes, and when she took the medicine, she did not recover, is that right? 
B: Yes, the medicine did not help her recover  
because their medicine was only equal to their legs  
and when she takes the medicine, it looks like there is no improvement in her health.  
I see she is still swollen  
and it is still getting bigger like always  
and we clean the wounds constantly. 
When she was very sick, she would bleed through a hole and once drank blood   
and she only started bleeding from that spot once. 
A: Yes [...]  
and I want to ask you a little bit about yourself, do you remember the name of your grandpa  
and your grandmother, what are their names, do you remember or not? 
B: For their names, I don't really remember   



but I do know that for my mother, she called her mother by the name of [Sok]  
and until now, we had never asked about them before   
and as for their father and mother, they died during the time of Pol Pot  
and until this point, we never knew about them.  
A: Yes, so you said you do not remember, right? 
B: Yes, I do not remember, that's correct. 
A: Right, and for your husband, what is his name? 
B: Yes, my husband, his name is [Nae Noeun]. 
A: And for your husband, how old is he? 
B: Yes, my husband, he is about 38 to 39 years old, and he's the year of the Monkey. 
A: He already went to find work, right? 
B: Yes, he went to go fishing, yes.   
Another thing is, we have a difficult time talking, because after he went fishing for two or three days, and rested, and 
until now we've become lazy to talk to him. 
And now, we become lazy and speak little and endure according to our actions and whatnot.  
And to that point, we lack close relatives because our children, are boys and girls, grooms and brides already and we 
don't want to talk a lot and embarrass them.  
What we think is according to the situation that we have every day.  
A: But for you, the important thing is that you can feel increasingly better, right? 
B: Yes, for one thing, my health is not so well  
and until this time I was lazy.  
Because, well, I'm sick too, and another thing is, I don't have things easy as I have to watch over my mother every 
night, so until now, I have not slept enough, and it makes me sick again.  
Before, I went to measure my blood pressure, and before that, I used to have high blood pressure.    
And now, my blood pressure is over by 22  
and I think that for me, I have lost my children already,  
and for my blood, it is over by 22,  
and for my eyes, they are already blind.  
And one more thing, it has hit to my heart  
and again I want to cough.  
Like they said before, if I continue having high blood pressure, I could die quickly.  
Cleary speaking, it punishes, it is very bad.  
And for my shoulders, they are very disordered, as if they had taken something very heavy and put it on my shoulders. 
A: For you, did you ever go to the hospital to have them check on your disease or no? 
B: Yes, I went  
when I took my mother, so we had them check on my disease as well  
and speaking of my disease, they did not know what is going on. 
A: Okay, I want to ask you a little bit about when you married your husband   
when did you get married to your husband, in what year, do you remember? 
B: Yes, we got married in 2001  
when I was 18 years old. 
A: Alright, I want to ask you a little bit more  
about this period of time, what did you do to get to know your husband and get married, what did you do to get to 
know him? 
B: Yes, during that time I was not satisfied with him  
but for my mother, she was fully satisfied with my husband.   
And during that time, I thought that I wanted to run away from my husband, I thought this again and again, but I did 
not want to embarrass my mother  
because that was when I had a husband and my father had died already.  
And at that time, I listened to my father's counsel that if he was still living he would not let us have a husband and such  
because he knew human character  
and he only knew how to play cards more, yes.  
Up until then, we had listened to our father, 
and the other thing is we don't want to take a husband like that, yes.  
And for him, he said that if we took a husband then we would cause mom and all the children to cry. 
Yes, and at that time we can't break our mom, yes.  
And when the time came, we took it, yes, and the time came when we took our husband, we cried, both mother and us. 
And that is not different from what our father had advised us. And to that time, we took him. 
A: Yes, that means for you, you got married in the time that  
your mother forced you, right? 
B: Yes. 
A: Yes, in that time did you argue with them  
or did you follow them? 
B: Yes, for that time, we argued with them, so yes.  
However, our mother, she went to look for a teacher, so we will be soft-hearted.  
And when the time came, we softened our hearts to follow her and took our husbands to follow her.  
A: Yes, for that generation when the man got engaged to the woman, he paid the dowry to you, how much did he pay 
you? 
B: Yes, actually, we are all that way, yes.  



And up until then, we only know how to [...] a little, yes.  
And another thing in that time, my father advised me 
and did not want me to take him.  
And at that time, we do not want to take [...] because our mother [...] 
A: Yes, do you mean that you are married in 2001, right? 
B: Yes. 
A: Yes, and for that generation, did the money have value? 
B: Yes, in the old days we could only exchange a dollar for 2,500 riel and that's it. 
Yes, now for $1 we can exchange up to 4,000 riel more than [...]. 
A: Yes, and when your husband paid the money for the dowry, it was just a little bit,  
when you got married was it enough? 
B: Yeah, actually it wasn't enough  
only that if we have our money, it was just a little.  
And for our husbands's money, they only had some. 
A: When you got married, did you have children, and how many children did you have? 
B: Yes, when I got married, I had 4 children  
three sons and one daughter. 
A: Yes, for all four of your children, what are their names?  
What is the name of the oldest? 
B: Yes, for my child, the first one is named [Noeun Sokny] the second one is named [Noeun Sokpheak]  the third one is 
named [Noeun Chamroeun] fourth, his name is [Noeun Chanthoeun]. 
A: Yes, for your older child, do they already have a family or no? 
B: They do not have family yet and speaking for my children, they are all single, so yes.  
A: Yes, are they are still studying or what are they doing? 
B: They have stopped school already  
and we tried to get them to want to learn until they finish one by one, but we didn't have any that did.  
And while they were learning, they stopped studying.  
Because they said they did not know how to learn  
and now we can not force them to study anymore.  
If they learn, they still don't know anything just like before. 
And for us, the father and mother, we want our children to learn as much as they can  
and when they learn, they do not know, we force them to learn how to do it. 
A: Yes, for your daughter, did she drop out of school or not? 
B: Yes, my daughter dropped out of 6th grade, she just recently stopped during this year,  
she came to talk to us and asked us to stop studying 
because when she was learning, she didn't understand, and up until now she asked to stop  
and we let her stop. 
A: Honestly, we should support her to study more, it would be really good for her right? 
B: Yes, actually, we've given her that support to learn already  
but she told us that when she learns, she doesn't comprehend anything, so until know she has asked us to stop, and if 
she wants to learn again, I am not afraid to let her do it.  
And I'll keep encouraging her until classes end  
but for her, while learning she doesn't understand,  
she learns but doesn't progress so we do not dare push her too hard.  
Because I am her mother, and I experienced the same thing in school so we can't burden her with something I couldn't 
do, and for the fear of my father he allowed us to learn if we wanted.  
But for us we didn't understand our studies, so now I feel I can't pressure my child  
because our brains don't fully develop, so we aren't brave enough to pressure our children. 
A: Yes for that, for what reason  
did they not understand what they studied? 
B: Actually, for that, we do not know   
because, well, we did not teach them, because we were tired, so we had them go to school.  
And when they would come home and eat until they were full  
but we do not know why, they would go to learn and not understand one time  
and we did allow them to work intensely but they would not understand their studies that one time.  
A: Yes, your child did they skip school? 
B: She never stopped attending school  
until her teacher stopped and rested  
and for her learning, she learned very regularly for a child  
but she did not comprehend what she learned in school.  
And a bit more about her, she would go to study one day and then stop for two days   
and she studied for a long time until her teacher said, "May I please stop teaching?", so my child rested. Honestly 
speaking, it's only that when she learns, she doesn't understand.  
But she did not skip school  
and how she learned, we do not understand from her telling.  
A: Yes, I want to ask a bit about your kids for a little bit,  
when she stopped studying until now, what has she been doing? 
B: Yeah, she has not done much of anything,  
but she is at home looking after her grandmother   



because her father left to go fishing.  
And when she got fish back, she would make rice and boil water to eat.  
And truly speaking, she stopped learning a long time ago. 
A: We feel very sorry to hear this.  
she should quickly go back to school because it would be good for her. 
B: Yes, she wants to go back to school but she can't seem to understand  
and when she doesn't understand as much she feels very embarrassed,   
and when she goes to school it's just to go to school to be away from home. 
A: For you, how many siblings do you have? 
B:Yes, for me, I only have two siblings,  
and both of my siblings are girls.   
and our family is more impoverished than ever.  
A: Oh, are you the oldest child of them all, and can you tell as little bit about that? 
B: Yes, I am the eldest. 
A: And where do your siblings live? 
B: We live in the same hometown and our houses are very close to each other.  
A: So, that means you live in the same village, right? 
B: Yes, that's right. Before, they lived in [Phnom Penh]. 
and when they stopped living in [Phnom Penh], they came to this place and bought a house here. 
A: Yes, and for your younger sibling, what is her name? 
B: Her name is [Chouen Sophea]. 
A: Yes, and for the one living in the same village, has she ever come visit you? 
B: Yes, her house is next to mine. 
A: And which one is her house? 
B: So if my house is here, you skip about two or three houses and that's her house. 
A: And the house you referred to is not your house, right? 
B: Right, my house is near the school. 
A: Yes, I mean, I know that because I rode through before I saw it  
but I did not know the name of the school. 
B: Right. 
A: So when you were young, did you learn  
or study at all? 
B: Yes, I studied up until 5th grade   
 
and that was around the time I stopped understanding what I studied, so I do not dare to pressure my children. 
A: Right, and for you, do you remember the name of the school you went to? 
B: Yes, the school I went to is called  
[Sary Ka Keo] Primary School which is connected to the [Krasas] pagoda. 
A: Yes, so that means your daughter  
knew you studied in school a bit already   
because before, you never said which school you went to, right? 
B: Yes, we've never told her  
and now you know.  
But in the past, our desks were all made out of wood  
and another thing is we use our sleeves to clean the desks  
because the school in the previous generation was impoverished.  
And by the way, I admire the kids in this day and age,  
when they learn, they will always have a good school to go to, and they will also have air conditioners  
and they will have clean water to drink, and they have an organization to come down and help them  
in this generation. 
A: Yes, I heard people say that in the previous generation, they learned under a tree, did you learn like that during 
your generation or no? 
B: Yes, during my generation, we did  
and for some time, during that generation, we would be studying, and it would start raining, and we wouldn't have a 
place to study.  
During the last generation, we suffered miserably   
and for this generation I can't truly praise them enough, because they have a good school to go to.  
In the previous generation, when we would learn they would send us to [Sen Krous]  
and to [Sen Kboeung].   
In my generation, we were very miserable  
and now in my children's generation, they have a local school.  
And when they go, they have great spaces to learn in,  
and for the school they put down tiles - that's not normal to me -  
and for some schools, they have installed air conditioners  
but it depends on the school. 
A: Yes, I want to ask you a little bit more  
about when you went to school from your house, was it a great distance from you? 
B: It is close to here.  
A: Yes, and when you went to school, did you have anything to ride to school or not? 



B: We walked there because it was a short walk, and then we would arrive  
and the pagoda near by had put up a fence, so we will just walk a little bit until we had arrived.  
A: Yes, and during that time learning, were you a skilled student or a weak student? 
B: Like I said, I studied but didn't comprehend.  
A: Yes, does that mean that you were an average student in your school? 
B: Yes. 
A: During your time as a student, did you like studying the different subjects  
or did you have a subject you loved the most? 
B: Yes, during that time, I loved arithmetic more than everything else, I love it.  
And speaking of math, I do not know much,   
I only know how to count the numbers.  
A: I want to ask you a bit about while you went to school, Did you have friends that your were close with? 
 
B: Yeah, when I went to school I had friends  
and all of my friends were the rich kids  
and they liked me.  
And when they had money, they would buy food to eat and they would share it with me to eat and if I had anything for 
them to eat, I would share it with them too.  
But for me, I rarely had anything to feed them  
because I didn't have much, I was a poor child.  
And for them, they were all rich who befriended a poor kid like them. 
A: Right and do they ever come visit you now? 
B: Yes, and when we would meet up,  
sometimes it's the case that when they are rich, and they see us, they never had forgotten us.  
They always call us over  
and for those of us who are poor, we don't dare to call them first.  
They are the ones who are rich, they call us first,  
they would ask us where we are going and we would say that that we are going here or there. 
A: Right, and when you meet up with your old friends, you feel  
really happy, right? 
B: Yes, I'm very happy  
because they don't act like they're better than me  
just because I'm poor.  
For some people, just because they are rich and I am poor, they don't associate with us.  
But for myself, I think that  
since I am poor, I'm not daring enough to talk with the rich  
but during that time, it was not a big deal to me.  
And for my childhood friends, when they saw me, they would always invite me over. 
A: Yes, and when you met with old friends,  
do you feel that you miss them very much? 
B: Yes, I feel like I miss them and am happy with them.  
When we used to go to school together, sometimes we would even play jump rope together. 
A: Right, and for you during that time  
when you were studying, did you have a purpose to learn and become skilled like them, or not? 
B: Yeah, so, at that time I really wanted to  
but I couldn't really grasp the concepts and my learning wouldn't go forward.  
At that time, I didn't know what to do  
and every day, I was down on myself. 
And if someone came to give me something to take a look at, I didn't understand it and I felt very sad. Actually 
speaking, it was too late for me.  
And, honestly, we can say that it was too late or not too late,  
but when we went to go learn, we still had to feed our husbands  
and our children. And the other thing is, we still had to sell things too.  
And during those times, I didn't have extra time,  
honestly, there was no time.  
Frankly, it wasn't until their husbands gave them the right to things.  
And another thing is that our husbands didn't give us opportunities.  
For us, just to walk somewhere wasn't allowed.  
And honestly, marrying a man who drinks is very difficult and what's more is that it is very for us hard to take heart.  
And like that, situations I thought I would never have to face, he would make it happen.  
He honestly would start many problems until we had issues,  
and at that time, it was very difficult to live with him. 
A: Yes, did he ever use violence or force against you? 
B: Yes, for him, he never beat us  
but he would curse at us,  
but I was the only one to fight back.  
For what happened between us, he would never beat me  
he would only ever curse at me.  
But, for the record, he never hit me  



and that's all I have to say.  
And if he would have ever dared to hit me, I would never let him be happy.  
Honestly, I'm speaking straightforwardly. I've got four children, and he never dared to hit me and I'm speaking the 
truth.  
If he beat me, he would not be able to live happily again.  
Actually speaking of the past, I could never control my emotions.  
My husband would come and curse at me, calling me bad names,  
and at that time, I was very angry, I took a big stick  
and hit him, breaking his head open and causing him to need 15 stitches  
because I could not hide my emotions any longer.  
And after that, when had I hit him in the head and split his head open, he wouldn't dare to say anything else to me.  
And, again, he would not dare hit me  
but if I ever had anything valuable in the house, he would break it.  
And the other thing is that I would be patient until I felt something, which is, I would feel my sadness. And when that 
time came, I would get angry  
and I couldn't hide it.  
And when the time came, I hit him in the head and broke it  
so that the next time, he wouldn't break anything of mine again.  
After that time, he wasn't as daring anymore.  
And at that time, I thought that if I had known that he would swear at me, I would leave him  
because I had an unmarried daughter and son already, 
and at that time, I didn't want to embarrass them.  
And if I continued to argue with him, nothing good would come out of it.  
To put it bluntly, I was embarrassed and others gossiped about us.  
Up until that time, if we were to have another fight, I was ready to throw away everything and walk away.  
I would run away and, if I ended up in another place I couldn't stand, I would continue moving on to another place. 
A: Right and when you hit him once he stopped right? 
B: Yeah, honestly speaking, for me, I didn't hit him just once,  
I beat him probably two times  
because we'd hit him just a little bit.  
At a later time, I beat him and he got 17 stitches.  
If we didn't beat him  
it was because he did not dare destroy anything,   
and for six to seven years, he will not dare to destroy everything in the home. And for me, if I bought something I 
would put it in the house.  
And another thing, I had told him before that if they said any swear word at me, [...].  
I don't throw him out, every day I support him  
and for whatever place we're in I can't do it. 
If I had beaten him already, I couldn't possibly throw him out.  
And honestly, if I can follow him, I will  
and if I can't follow, I lose my ability to endure, which caused me to break the head of another person, so for me I feel 
very angry at him.  
And if we can not put up with them over and over, we feel like we want to kill them 
because they swear at us women, which makes us not want to stand them. 
A: Yes and during that first time, when he fell in love with you,  
he had never done that to you, right? 
B: Yes, truly speaking, when he came to love me at first, he wasn't that way.  
and it just came once we had children.  
And once we had children, he became crazy.  
And as for the beginning, when he went to go meet older people, they asked:  
"For you, what do you call your wife?"  
And actually, he used to call me "beautiful".  
and they told him to call me a young lady.  
And to that time, he started always calling me "young lady", all the way until this day.  
And honestly, when he called me, he did it melodiously.  
And when he came to ask for money, he spoke very sweetly,  
and what's more, is he was very good at comforting me.  
And to speak for the difficult times, it wasn't only just that.  
At that time, we hadn't yet slept together  
because I haven't yet given myself up until the counted month.  
And truthfully said, I had listened to my father's advice that he did not want me to to get married to that man. And if it 
wasn't from him, I didn't know.  
And up until then, I only knew how to remember,  
I only knew how to feel sad, and didn't want to give my body to him.  
And honestly, I just fell asleep feeling sad.  
In the year 2000, we had huge floods  
and for us, we didn't have anything we could do. 
And for the three people in my family, we had something that my father saved for us when he had not yet passed 
away.  



Until that point, we would guide each other to catch fish with a scoop net, and once we took and placed it, and guided 
each other to take everything to drag the fish,  
and shrimp and whatnot  
because during that time, we didn't have any jobs to work at.  
But just that in that generation,  
the government, they came down to give some things to us.  
They came down and gave things to us like rice,  
and they gave out nets and whatnot,  
and actually, sometimes it was even money.  
And even if they gave things to us, we didn't have a lot of money to put in our pockets because for that year, we looked 
for work and couldn't find any  
and to that point, we would catch fish with nets and shrimps to sell.  
During that half of a year, I remember that, we praised him that he loved us, and we were sincere  
because we had not yet surrendered our body to him.  
But for him, he did not go anywhere.  
He just stayed at home, he didn't go anywhere, 
and actually, it was for more than half a year.  
And up to that time, we thought that they had come to love us and would be sincere,  
and when that time came, we gave our bodies to him and I had my oldest child.   
And when we had that child, they had the child go to find [...]  
and for that child, he didn't search like other people.  
Honestly, he went down to the water to find it  
and to put it bluntly, he fell in trying to find his fishing gear.  
And for us that were at the house, we together to laugh at him,  
both of us mothers.  
And another thing is that when I went to find fish, it was a ghost of my father. And when we had broken our  
fishing gear, we threw the oars to look for it,  
and then, we dragged the oars back to find it.  
And for my husband, he fell in trying to find something, and when that time came, we gathered everyone to laugh.  
And to that point, he then found what was his.  
And when we started having our first and second children, he knew how to drink and how to eat.  
And if in that generation he knew how to drink a lot, I would not have taken him to be my husband. Actually, I hate it 
so much that he drinks  
because I was born into this nation, I hate people who drink so much.  
And while we hate it, he started to stumble in it.  
And when we started having two children, he started getting drunk  
and he refused to go out to seek work.  
And the other thing is, we owed an organization money, like  
we came to buy materials for business, and another thing is that we came to do business.  
And we had a baby about 9 days old,  
and what's more is that we owed money for our house.  
And in one day we had to pay about 20,000 to 30,000 [riel] to study,  
and speaking for him will, he refuses to go work, he only thinks about drinking,  
and for us there was nothing to eat.  
And the other thing is, we have to pay money every day.  
And during that time, we took our kids and gave them to our mom,   
and for our children, we also gave them water porridge.  
For all my children, they only ate porridge.  
Truly speaking, my history is very bitter.  
And for some a time, we would drop off our babies   
and we would go to find some work to make money.   
During that time, we only knew how to give our children to our mother, who would always feed them water porridge,  
and for us we would walk around to look for work.  
And for us, when we went it wasn't for very long and 
when we went out to look for work, we were always looking for leaves to sell, maybe about a kilo  
for maybe 10,000 riel.   
And for me, I have forgotten, so maybe it was about 4 to 5 kilos.  
During that time, we had one child  
and when we went to the doctor, we were vaccinated to be protected  
and when we got protected, we started bleeding excessively, so we did not dare to get any more.  
And up until now, we have had two or four children, so we were able to protect them as well.   
For my fourth child, he is 12 years old already.  
And another thing is that for that generation, my husband, his heart didn't receive any more.  
For some time, we rode our bikes until the 9th kilometer  
and for us we got up in the morning to go with the oldest sibling at about 3 o'clock,  
we went with his sibling, and we would be off already.  
And sometimes we would bike and would fall asleep and crash, and we also had to bike near mean dogs.  
And actually, for our history, we had everything happen.  
For sometimes we would cut banana leaves in the middle of the day and we would meet there,  



and for our children they all were nursed with water porridge, all the children,  
and when we were sick, we didn't have anyone to go out to look for work.  
And when the time came to collect the money for our house, they confiscated all of our things and whatnot  
and for us, we could not do anything else.  
And for me and our new baby, it wasn't easy on me,  
and for those of us who were wives who had young children, we could not go out and look for work.  
And up until now, it makes my feet numb no matter where I walk, and I do not want that.  
And another thing is that I am afraid that after a little while, I won't be able to walk  
because I am afraid of numbness in my feet.  
Because right now, I feel very upset  
and for one night I go to sleep, but can't rest  
as it makes me ache very badly.  
And for our husbands, when we talk, we always have problems with each other  
and for us who have three sons, we always have to discipline them.  
If we want get a wife for them, we have to earn a living and raise the children in order to have a good life and get a 
wife.  
And if we do business, we also raise our children, or they will not survive,  
but we are not required to take them.  
We don't let them speak about their family  
because if we do, we feel embarrassed.  
And another thing is [...], we need to work to feed them.  
And if we take them, then we cannot raise them well, we should not take them,  
we are willing to live alone as it is better,  
and honestly, we discipline our children every day.  
For us we disciplined our children, and for our second child, he worked in construction.  
And if they take a wife, don't let the wife and children despise him  
and if they despise him them, don't take them.  
In other words, they can do it.  
And for another of my child, they would have very frequent seizures,  
they would go until they had no strength.  
We took them to go see the doctor about it,  
and they charged us around a thousand of dollars   
so we still owe them.  
And when we go back to the hospital it costs hundreds of dollars per time,  
during half a month, we went to the hospital once,  
and once you enter, it will cost $ 200 to $ 300.  
And up until now, their health has not really improved,  
and they can only do a little work, so they don't really help us do the work  
because they're very sick. 
A: Right, I want to ask you a little bit, for you, did you hear your father and mother talk about their life story when they 
lived in the Pol Pot era? 
B: Yes, I heard my mother say something about that, yes.  
And for my dad, he worked as the lead chef at a restaurant  
and he was a great chef.  
He would often cook rice, and is [...]   
and after he would cook rice, he would divy it up  
for a group, they would often have 4 people.  
Honestly, and he said he didn't do much else besides working as a chef.  
A: Okay, and for you, where did you live? 
B: Yes, for me I was not born yet  
because during that time, he was a virgin, so he didn't yet have any children.  
For all of us, we would be children in the next generation.  
And for me, my mother told me that  
when we were no longer part of the Pol Pot era, she said that I was born on the streets.  
I was split from the Pol Pot era in the year 1980 and I was born on the street.  
And speaking of my deceased father, he was not our biological father,  
actually he was my stepfather.  
But for him, he might as well have been my biological father,  
he raised me since we were young and knew how to sow the field.  
And for my biological father, he used to ride a moto.  
For the two of them [mother and stepfather] they both don't have a child together, they separated from their spouses, 
but for them they didn't have children. But they loved us like their own children.  
And he took care of us well and he cooked rice,  
he did our laundry.  
Honestly, and he did laundry for us since we were unmarried,   
he did laundry for us for so long!   
And honestly, we could not find that.  
And for my dad, he rode a motorcycle before that.  
And speaking for [her] mother and mine, they were siblings   



and [her] mother was the older sister of my mother.  
And in other words, we are all siblings, we are tied together. 
A: Alright, I want to ask you a little bit more, for you,  
ever since you were young until you were grown up, what popular games did you like to play the most? 
B: Yeah honestly, for games, we don't really play a lot.  
And speaking of dancing, we are not very good at dancing like others.  
Frankly, we don't know how to do it, and for alcohol, we also don't know how to drink that.  
And truly speaking, we only know how to do that, and up to then, my husband said that  
we would [...] him to work hard, yes.   
And when that time came, we told them that we used to be poor  
and when the time that our children came, we said that our family won't have anything to give to our children.  
Despite this, we do not have anything big anyways. Frankly, we only have a small inheritance to give to them.  
For my husband, he did not think so,  
he thought that we would [...] him to work hard, that is, let him know to do because during that time, they counted us 
to know if we were rich.  
And for those of us who are poor, we were not counted.  
And honestly, when we talked to him, he was angry with us.  
The fact is, when he's a man, he's going to do a lot of hard work.  
But for nowadays, I do all of the men's work  
and the women's work too.  
And if I follow my husband, he looks for work and comes up with very little.  
And to put it bluntly, for every day if I fell for everything, maybe it would have been over. 
A: Yes, honestly for you, sometimes we should take time to be happy, right? 
B: Yes, I mean, how could we have time to enjoy ourselves? Because our husband cast us away, it's not that way.  
And another thing is that he only thinks about drinking,  
and during that time, we can't seem to find happiness.  
Frankly, when we went to a get-together, they would have us go and dance,  
And after we had eaten already, we were told to dance and whatnot.  
And for us, we had not danced before, but they had come to call us already.  
And up to that time, we didn't want to go anywhere.  
And after that, whenever there was a get-together, we didn't go but sent our kids in our place 
because we were not happy, yes.  
At that time, we were too lazy to talk a lot about it,  
and after that, I didn't know how to follow him.  
Wherever he wants to go, I will never follow him.  
And when he follows them, the only thing I do is give him money.  
To put it bluntly, I never followed him,  
he doesn't know like me. 
A: Yes, it is very difficult, right? 
B: Yes. 
A: Yes, I want to ask you one last question: for you, do you have anything you want to give to your posterity? To have 
them know about your life's story during the hard period of time? 
B: Yes, actually you can say that when I have only one daughter  
and at time that when she has a family, I may choose a bit  
because we have only one daughter. And another thing is that we are not afraid of being physically hurt, but we are 
afraid that they will be emotionally hurt our children.  
And when the time comes, we will always discipline our children.  
Let them try to find their way, and try to find us  
and then, we will have tried our best to make our children be good.  
Truly, we talked with them and it's the same.  
And for the night, I let them go in the house.  
For some people, it will be good for them, and for others it will be bad for us. We just cannot know.  
For some others, they will receive their shots.  
And if they did once, they would give things to eat to their friends.  
And the time comes that we, the mothers, will always fall asleep thinking. We have three sons   
and for the daughters, we have one.  
And the other thing is we are afraid that the police will arrest our children.  
If they play, it's not a problem,  
and if you do not play, that is very difficult.  
And if they start [...] and run out of money, it will be very difficult,  
and the other thing is that for us as their mothers, it will be difficult for us too.  
In other words, we discipline them to want to listen  
and until then, we say that we know because our children are now grown up.  
When we know how to drink, we discipline them and make them bad. And if we did that, we'd be like their father,  
and we are the ones who cause them to become strong.  
And for our children, they're scared of us,  
and when that time came, we told them, and they told us that they will be very [...].   
And honestly, they would talk back to us.  
And for us who are women and will be a wife, we are always scared,  



and what's more is that, we are afraid that our children will go and do bad things.  
And when that time comes, we are always scared and always will fall asleep thinking about them.  
For some times, we cannot protect them all 24 hours,  
and then, we only know how to be afraid for them.  
Because we think that the youth of this time period are mostly that way. 
A: Yes, thank you for today, and for sharing your experiences!  
And also hope that when they hear your voice, they will be good children  
and good grandchildren too, yes. Thank you, and maybe that's it, yes! 


