
   Interview of Uncle Un Ouan  

A: Interviewer is Nhem Sokunthea B: Person being interviewed is Oeun 

On 

 
A: First of all today I would like to thank my uncle for giving me an interview about my 
uncle's biography and my name is Nhem Sokunthea.  
As the interviewer today, what is your full name? 
B: My Name is On Oeun. 
A: Yes, the day I am doing this interview with my uncle is on August 5, 2016. 
This interview is conducted by a university in the United States called BYU, which has an 
interview program about your personal history 
As well as our Cambodian people, so that in the future, your children and grandchildren, as 
well as the next generation can find out about your biography and story of your life, yes 
that's right.  
Can you allow me to post this interview on the school's website? 
B: you can.  
A: This website is called www.cambodiaoralhistory.byu.edu, and now I will start the 
interview about my uncle's biography as follows, so will you please tell me your full name 
again? http://www.cambodiaoralhistory.byu.edu 
B: My Name is On Oeun. 
A: So that's the name you've had since you were little until you were an adult  
Did anyone give him a nickname? 
B: No, I don't have. 
A: You don't have, they only call you On Oeun? 
B: Yes! 
A: Yes, for you, in what era were you born, uncle? 
B: Born on Tuesday, the eighth month. 
A: What year, uncle? 
B: 1980. 
A: Yes, so where is your hometown in the commune, uncle? 
B: In Cheung Prey village, Ampov Prey commune, Kandal Steung district, Kandal province. 
A: Yes, thank you very much, yes, so now for you, uncle  
How old are you, uncle? 
B: Now 36. 
A: What about the Khmer year, so for the Khmer year uncle, mouse, ox, tiger, rabbit, which 
one uncle?  
B: Year of the monkey. 
A: Yes so how many brothers and sisters do you have?  
B: Three younger brothers, sister. 
A: Yes so one sister, so what number of child are you?  
B: Oldest. 
A: Yes so you are the oldest? Yes, so uncle, your siblings  
Do they all live here or is there one that currently lives somewhere else? 
B: All live here. 
A: And so do they live with you uncle?  
B: With mom. 
A: With mom yes, so this is like your dad's history back again.  
What was your dad's name, uncle?  
B: Father's name is Saron, but he has been divorced for a long time. 
A: Yes so do you remember the date of your father's birth? 
B: November 10, 1965.  



A: March, so the place of your father's birth was where, uncle?  
B: That's right, in March, they said that (he was born) in Rimean village, Phsar Dek 
commune, Penh Leu district, Kandal province, yes.  
A: Yes, uncle, do you remember what kind of animal he was in the Khmer year, uncle? 
B: I do not remember. 
A: Yes, I do not remember, yes so do you have any memories with you father?  
Did he ever give you any happiness, uncle, and did he ever take care of you, what kind of 
person was he? 
B: Oh ... he seems okay, he is normal, one thing is that he is the stepfather. 
A: Yes, and so your birth father who is he?  
B: Oh ... I don't know whether he has died or is still living, only that he is in Phnom Penh.  
A: So when did he leave you, uncle? 
B: Oh ... since I was little. 
A: And what do you remember about him? 
B: I do not remember. 
A: Yes so do you remember his name?  
B: His last name is the same as mine, his name Un but I don't know where he went, I don't 
know his name, only that his last name is Un.   
A: Yes and for your mom, what is her name?  
B: Name Meas Chanthorn. 
A: Yes, so when was she born? 
B: April 15, 1960. 
A: Yes, what about her place of birth? 
B: In Cheung Prey village, Ampov Prey commune, Kandal Steung district, Kandal province. 
A: Yes, so do you remember what Khmer year she was? 
B: I don't remember that, Mom never said she what Khmer year she was born, because no 
one ever asked her that.  
A: So she was never asked, yes I see, and for you  
What do you remember about her, what memories do you have, from when you lived with 
her before?  
B: She never caused me to have sadness  
She only helped find food for us, she strove to nurture and take care of us from when we 
were young, no matter what, whatever we had we helped find her and build merit to pay 
her back. 
A: Yes, thank you very much, yes, do you remember some of that?  
What are your ancestors names on your father's side?  
B: I never knew my father. 
A: Yes, do you know his face? 
B: See but only we don't know his name, don't know his name. 
A: Yes, so for you mother's side, do you have a grandmother and grandfather?   
B: Grandfather I have, but he has died already. 
A: And so, what is his name? 
B: Chep. 
A: Yes, so do you know the date of his birth? 
B: I do not know. 
A: So what about his Khmer year? 
B: I don't know, I only know his name  
If his history says, I don't know when he born which month or which year I don't remember 
I don't know. 
A: Yes, so did you ever play with him when you were young? 
B: Generally speaking when he was alive I was similar in age to Avin, I never played with 
him.   
He disappeared, never to be seen playing with us. 



A: Yes not at all, yes so what was your grandmother's name? 
B: My grandmother's name is Yeay Nuon. 
A: Yes, do you have any memories with her? 
B: Yes, when we were very little  
When we are sick she came to sleep with us  
and we used to be with her, she helped take care of us  
Help cook rice, boil water for us to eat. 
A: Yes, do you remember the birthdates of your grandparents on your mother's side, 
uncle?  
B: Generally speaking, I do not remember, I never knew their  history. 
A: Yes, it's okay, yes so, what about your grandparents parents and siblings 
Has anyone ever been to a foreign country, uncle? 
B: Never, they are still in Cambodia. 
A: So he used to live only in Cambodia, so yes, let's go back to your education, how many 
grades in school did you do, uncle?  
B: I learned in grades one through five 
A: So where do you study, uncle? 
B: This is at our Prek Kampus school. 
A: Yes, that's right, Prek Kampus Primary School, that's it, that's it, so, has anyone ever 
learned a language other than Khmer? 
B: No, I can't find time to study, I only learned Thai, only a little bit, but now I have 
forgotten it all.  
A: And what about now, can you still remember the Thai language, can you write, a little 
this or that?  
B: Oh ... no, I do not remember, I forgot all about it, at that time I could only study for one 
day.  
A: Yes, so for you, when you were learning when you were young   
What was your dream, what did you want to become in your future? 
B: When we learn, we always want to do something, this or that, go somewhere  
I want to be a police officer but when we learn we don't remember that, we don't know 
where to go or what to do, have some things, only have normal work to do.  
A: Yes, so for you the dream was wanting to be a police officer, uncle?  
B: That's right! 
A: Yes, so for your family from the beginning 
were they farmers? 
B: Mother, when I couldn't remember, probably she did, and when I could remember, she 
didn't do it anymore, not now. 
A: Yes, what kind of livelihood did she have? 
B: She had a small livelihood at home, she found food, raised her children, found husbands 
and wives. 
A: So she was the bread winner, where did she go?  
So for you, about remarrying, do you remember what year you got married, uncle? 
B: I do not know, I do not know whether it was 2001 or 2002.  
A: And do you remember in which month? 
B: I do not remember. 
A: Yes, so for marriage  
Do you remember it being arranged by your parents or did you fall in love with each 
other?  
B: We fell in love at that time. 
A: Fell in love with each other on your own, and then your parents made it happen?  
B: That's right! 
A: Yes so at the time you met your wife for the first time, where were you?  
B: At our factory on the corner, when we were working. 



A: Yes I see, so what do they call the factory, uncle? 
B: The factory is called Kampuchea, the factory makes garments, it is near Wat Rolous.  
A: Yes I see, so when you first see your wife, how did you fall in love? 
B: I don't remember that time, I don't know at that time, I have forgotten that.  
A: Yes so you have forgotten that time then, forgotten all of that history?  
So at the time you saw each other you just fell in love.  
B: That's right! 
A: Yes, so at that time what things did you give to your wife's family, uncle?  
B: I gave. 
A: Yes, and so did you give gold or silver or something else to your wife's family?  
B: It was money then. 
A: Yes so it was money, yes so compared to your life then, uncle, what are the differences 
in your life now in the present, like from when you were little to now you are grown up? 
B: From childhood it was bad but when we grew up we had a wife and children so it was a 
little easier.  
Because we tried very hard to find something for our kid's to eat, now my children go to 
school at this time.  
A: Yes, so life is different? 
B: Yes that's right it has some little differences.  
A: Yes so for your preferences  
What kind of food do you like to make the most, for soup? 
B: Pickled and dried things, dirty fish, watermelon. 
A: Yes, that's right, do you know how to cook, do you like to eat it too, uncle?  
B: No. 
A: No, so who cooks and prepares the food? 
B: Also the mother, sometimes my wife, most of the time my mother-in-low is home, she 
finds the food. 
A: Yes, so for free time 
 What do you like to do when you have free time? 
B: In my free time at home, I like to do housework. 
A: Yes, so what housework do you like to do, uncle? 
B: Go and see the work on the ground, the water, go here and there, sweep the house, 
sweep whatever else, go and help the mother-in-law do the little tasks. 
A: Yes, so for when you are free from housework  
When you are free from all work, where do you like to go, uncle? 
B: Which do I like best?  
A: Yes, that's right. 
B: Like Kampot, Kampong Som, but those are the only two I like to go to. 
A: Yes, I like that the most, so have you ever brought your children and your wife all 
together? 
B: Well ...as of yet no, Ati has been already, still Avit has not gone, but Ati, that one has 
gone.  
A: So only the older one, the younger one is too small. 
B: That's right, Ati went to Kampot, went to Kampong Som. 
A: Yes I see, yes so do you like to listen to music? 
B: I don't really like. 
A: So you don't listen to a lot of songs? 
B: That's right! 
A: Yes I see, so do you have a singer you like most, like who from all the singers?  
B: My favorite is Preab Sovath, but I have only listened to his song once.  
A: Yes, do you know how to play any musical instrument, uncle? 
B: No. 
A: Yes, do you have any siblings that know how to play a musical instrument, uncle?  



B: I don't have any.  
A: Yes, so you were born in 1980 or 1980 and what, uncle? 
B: 1980 exactly.  
A: 1980 exactly, yes so times always have a story about our Khmer people 
from the era before. That is also like the Lon Nol era and the Pol Pot era.  
That regime had what difficulties?  
B: Oh ...I don't know so much more  
We did not attract interest and no one listened. 
A: So uncle, can you tell me that in the past our country was always at war, right?  
like when you were in school, what did you hear older people say to each other  
What problems did the war in Cambodia face that they always talked about, your parents 
or your cousins, like in the Pol Pot era, the Lon Nol era? 
B: They never told me, maybe it was too difficult and they never told me    
So I never heard my mom tell. 
A: Yes and my mom never told the story and their history at that time. 
What kinds of stories did the come across, also what did they tell you? 
B: They never told us anything, they never told us. 
A: So they never told us how difficult it was? 
B: That's right, no, they never told us how difficult it was.  
From a young age until now, they have never told us how difficult it is. 
A: Yes that's right, so your sister, your parent's siblings, are they your relatives 
B: At the end of the Pol Pot era, did you and do you still live with your sister?  
B: My mom said that at the time they took her away and beat her  
It was lucky because she knew how to do the tiger balm massage, they got her clothes but 
she got herself away.  
A: Yes, so they gave her something to eat? 
B: Yes, because she knew how to do the tiger balm massage for them  
And they saw that she was good, and they did not kill her  
And if she steals something, she would be beaten  
Because my grandfather, they took him and beat him, he's from my mom's side.  
A: So your grandfather died during the Pol Pot era  
Yes so you are like Om, who was still living, still alive  
What did she do when he left the Pol Pot Era? 
B: My grandmother didn't have an occupation either when she was separated from my 
grandfather  
A little bit later, she provided food and earned money for them a little bit, but now they 
cheat, cheat, nothing left.   
And every day in the land in that country, she was kind, like people that were homeless, 
that didn't have anything, she gave them somewhere to build a house.  
So a while later she had and she gave them a place to build a hut or whatever there  
and until she died there was still a house plot, now my uncle sold it off he went to Prey 
Ombel. 
 
A: Yes so for you, uncle   
What do you remember most in your life from what was a fun time and a sad time, what 
was the most memorable in your life, uncle?  
B: What do I remember most? 
A: Yes that's right like the happiest thing or what was exciting or sad  
the most since you were born, in your life, what stories? 
B: I don't have very important stories, have only happy times when I gathered with my 
siblings, when we had siblings that went there  
We wanted to gather as siblings and go but if we didn't have money and didn't know it 
was fun to leave. 



A: Yes, that's right, so like memories closest to your heart, like times you had children, 
when other things happened  
Which times were the most memorable in your life?  
B: It's important if the children all get married that we remember still.    
A: Yes, that's right, so after your marriage with aunt 
How many children did you have after marriage? 
B: She had three. 
A: She had three, yes so how many girls and how many boys? 
B: Three boys. 
A: And then, can you tell me all their names or full names?  
B: Oldest child's name is, like Broh Nith, Broh Nith, and the second child is Broh Vith and 
the third child is Sela. 
A: Yes, is that right? That's right, yes that's right  
So for your wife, what is her name, uncle? 
B: Her name is Khorn Srey Neang. 
A: Khun Srey Neang, yes and so who was your wife  
What kind of person is she, uncle, what kind of characteristics does she have, uncle, can 
you tell us a little please, uncle, like what kind of woman she is, uncle?  
B: Okay, she is an ordinary woman, she has normal characteristics like everyone, like you. 
A: And so like what is good about her?  
B: That's right she is a good woman, she knows how to be a mature parent, watched her 
siblings, she didn't know how to be angry with her older or younger siblings. 
A: Yes, like when she prepares, prepares food for them  
What did you like about her cooking? 
B: Yes, that's right when we want to eat something we just tell her  
She would make sure we eat. 
A: Yes, I see, so you like the taste then? 
B: Yes, that's right, I like the taste in my mouth. 
A: Yes so for now, for your life uncle Ouan  
What do you do for work for taking care of your life at the present time, uncle?  
B: Drive every day. 
A: Everyday drive the car I see, so what fees are involved with driving a car these days?  
B: Oh... every day, ah, the salary is not enough. 
A: Yes so for your wife, what does she do? 
B: She works in a factory. 
A: The factory, yes so both of you work, how did you help each other?  
B: Generally speaking, we helped each other, one month only the children learned for one 
month, two, three hundred was not enough, only enough for the kids to learn 
In those days the cost of all the food was four or five ten thousands (40,000 or 50,000 riel) 
for one month, four or five hundred was not enough for one month, four or five hundred 
was not enough.  
A: Yes, is that right? 
B: That's right, did it that way even if it was hard, and I only knew how to work hard, until 
year after year I saved up… it was only a little and it became easier than before, I was able 
to endure. 
A: Yes, that's right, so everyday who is in your house with you, uncle?  
B: Have my children and their wives and my mother-in-law all together six people, seven 
people there.  
A: Yes I see, so living with you mother how is that, do you have happiness?  
B: It's normal that story, nothing going on.  
A: Oh...yes so Uncle Ouan, the way that you raise and take care of your children  
How did you provide for all of them, what ways do you do it  
How do you do it, uncle, how do you allow them to walk around the society?  



B: So you said raise and advise them, don't allow them to just mess around and waste time   
Ah, it's not good, like their children, not good at all, yes that's right 
A: Yes so like raising them to avoid what paths, uncle?  
B: Causing them to avoid drugs and other substances  
don't let them, like their kids your kids whomever do that  
because the one thing we know already is that our society everyday, how important it is  
if they finish already, make them work hard. 
A: Yes that's right, so did you allow your three sons to go study all together, uncle?  
B: They went, learned all together there. 
A: Yes so the oldest one learned until what grade, is he finished already?  
B: Atik what grade level, like grade seven, entered the seventh grade already  
A: Yes that's right, so for you, what is the reason you let your two sons go study, uncle? 
B: Let them go learn in order to allow them to find a future for themselves, they go for 
work, do whatever, cause them to be knowledgable like you so, they did a work. 
A: Yes so what is the value of education for you Uncle Ouan? Is it like how you want all 
your children to go to learn like their children? 
B: Oh...we want to cause them to be good, because right now our country they need 
people who have a lot of knowledge, so we want children to go learn  
have learned and have worked, have gone off  
Let us not just guide them to go forward, go to walk on the right path. 
A: Yes I see, so I knew that your family was truly very good, so what do you do to give your 
family happiness? 
What kinds of rules also can help give your family happiness?  
B: Have that too, we try to help each other  
Help each other, help watch out for each other   
It's okay if we have grandchildren go already, only go forward  
cannot go backwards, that's okay, only try hard to help watch out for each other, so can 
have happiness going forward. 
A: Yes, that's right, as long as we try our best to help each other.  
Yes, I see, so do you have any more thoughts to add? 
B: No, that's all. 
A: Yes so for family when they've gotten married already, had children, had grandchildren, 
they also have something sometimes like they say, dishes in the drying rack always bump 
into each other   
So, when you have a problem, how do you solve it to have happiness again, like how do 
you solve all the problems, uncle? 
B: Solve whatever it is, if we can't solve it we allow our siblings to help solve the problem a 
little bit person by person   
if we cannot solve it with only our siblings, mother-in-law goes to help solve it.  
A: Like when it is difficult, how do you solve it? What do you say to help? 
B: Come help, facilitate in solving with each other, like that. 
A: Yes I see, so in order to cause your family to be close to one another   
what do you do in order to cause your family to have closeness? 
B: That's alright, have only us to do good to the children, to wife, don't make messes in the 
family, husband, wife, children, grandchildren, whomever  
We try to be patient with each other, so we have happiness already in the days to come. 
A: Yes, that's really good, uncle, yes, for your uncle's life, how important is the family in 
your uncle's life? 
B: It is very important this thing, children and wife, every wife and every child. 
A: So, if you live alone, are you happy? 
B: Not happy. 
A: What about when you have them?  
B: That is happy. 



A: Yes that's right, so for this interview I will give it to your grandchildren in the next 
generation, or hundreds of their ancestors will have, or it will go to them           
yes so do you have any words to share with them and teachings and reminders for them  
that are good words, which you want to tell your grandchildren in the next generation   
for your grandchildren in the next generation that will listen 

Yes, so do you have anything you want to share? 
B: I would like to give some guidance to the next generation 
don't look away before you do something, look at others in society, don't get caught up in 
drugs   
Do not do that, it is not good. 
A: Yes, that's right, so for you, do you have any good experiences that you want to share 
with the next generation, or your words? 
B: I give guidance to the next generation, not so much, only to tell the young next 
generation to go forward on their journey, tell them to do only good.  
A: Yes very good, uncle, yes so the interview, that is all… 

and I want to thank you very much  
and I know that your grandchildren and the next generation will listen to your interview 
and hear about your good life and everything else… 
yes I'm so thankful to you, and thank you for today, uncle  
yes that's right so I want to thank you very very much, uncle, for today, that you let me do 
an interview for the website above, that I already told you about…  
so we want to thank you so much uncle and thank you for everything…   
so your grandchildren will listen and if your grandchildren - 
want to listen, they can go to this website which has this address, which I explained above   
already, they can hear about all of your history, and so for today I thank you, uncle. 
B: Yes, okay. 
B: Yes. 
 


