Animation professor recognized for hard work
[bookmark: _GoBack]Variety.com named ten leading educators at universities around the country who really make a difference in their respective entertainment disciplines. One BYU professor, Kelly Loosli, was among the ten.
"This is a tremendous honor," Loosli said in an email, "but in reality is more an honor for the program."
Loosli helped found the animation program at BYU in 2000. The program spans multiple colleges and programs, including the department of visual arts, theater and media arts, and the school of technology within the college of engineering, according to the program's description on byu.edu. The resources that come from these multiple departments help animation students get a solid, thorough education.
“He really gets the big picture,” said David Wardle, a BYU grad who has worked closely with Loosli in helping connect students and professionals. “He understands what it takes to make the leap from student to professional in the entertainment business.”
In 2000, Loosli was hired to help create the animation program at BYU, a need for which was becoming apparent as film and design students expressed interest.
“He’s done a great job of promoting the university and his students to not only develop the skill set,” Wardle said, “but to learn the next step in helping them find placement. It’s training not just for training sake, but with an eye toward being able to support a family.”
The BYU animation program is known for putting out students who do quality, uplifting work and who are hard workers themselves, and that is widely recognized by animation companies.
"It's the student's work ethic," Loosli said in an interview with Mormon Artist in 2009. "When they get out in the industry, they're such good examples that that's what opens up the doors. … By and large, people recognize the quality of the people BYU turns out and they love it."
Loosli sees a great connection between his work and the gospel.
"There are so many ugly things out there that we should be creating beautiful art, doing stuff that testifies of God's creation. … Animation is cool because you can create all the worlds you want, or you can just imitate the beautiful world we live in," Loosli said in the Mormon Artist interview. "You can take people places they can't ordinarily go. If you can get enough positive media out there, it can influence people regularly. That's the great vision."
Loosli hopes the animation program will continue to expand to better prepare students for the professional world.
