People walk past the south foyer of the de Jong concert hall in awe. A group of students stand over a lidless piano, their hands inside playing the strings.
"What is this?" an onlooker asks.

The pianists respond enthusiastically. "Bowed piano!"

Students of Dr. Scott Holden, department chair of piano and organ studies, embarked on a challenge a few weeks ago to create and play a bowed piano. Dr. Holden made the pieces from things like fishing wire, eraser heads, and bits of wood, and the ensemble of nine students and Holden began rehearsing.
“I teach a contemporary music class for piano,” Holden said. “We talk about bowed piano, and the students are always so mesmerized, and I thought ‘why don’t we do it?’”

A bowed piano rehearsal is a scene of focused, scrambling players. The piano’s lid is no where to be found. 20 hands play a single grand piano, with 16 hands actually inside the piano at a time. 
“There’s a ton of stuff going on,” said Emily Sain, a piano performance major. “We have to kind of choreograph our moves.”

Two play the traditional black and white keys, while the others use fishing wire bows or mallets or files to play the internal strings.
There is constant movement as players move from playing a string to playing the keys to keeping the beat with a mallet to clapping along.

"Nothing like this has been performed at BYU. Ever," said Rob Sowby, a civil-engineering major and a member of the ensemble.

"You need to see it," Sowby said. "It's hard to explain."

The ensemble will perform tonight at 7:30 in the Madsen Recital as part of the Group for New Music. They will also be featured on Saturday at Holden's faculty concert, held at 7:30 p.m. in the Madsen Recital Hall. Both of these events have free admission.
Worried about the welfare of the piano?

“It’s very safe for the piano,” Holden said. “We’ve tried to make sure of that.”

