Broadway stars to perform at Orem’s Hale

This summer, two Broadway veterans will appear on Orem’s Hale Theater stage for a once-in-a-lifetime event.

Audra McDonald, known to theater lovers as a four-time Tony-award winning actress and the star of the Broadway musical “110 in the Shade,” and Will Swenson, of “Singles Ward” fame (in these parts) and a Tony-nominated actor, plan to perform in a limited engagement at the Hale Center Theater in Orem. The two Broadway veterans are coming to the Hale to raise funds for the Hale Center Foundation for the Arts and Education.

McDonald will be reprising her Tony-nominated role in the musical “110 in the Shade” at the Hale. Swenson will fill the role for which he was the original understudy on Broadway.

“This was Audra’s idea,” said Sean Murphy, the Hale Theater’s director of marketing, communication and development. “She came out to Utah and met the managing directors and got to know more about the theater and what we’re trying to do.”

McDonald and Swenson discovered a great opportunity to help a community theater they both loved, while having the opportunity to play opposite each other.

“Once I got to know about [the Hale],” McDonald said, “it reminded me so much about the theater I grew up in in California. So it will feel like going back to my roots in a way.”

“110 in the Shade” tells the story of Lizzie Curry (played by McDonald), a spinster whose father and brothers are trying to get her married to the town sheriff. Soon enough a con man named Bill Starbuck (played by Swenson) shows up in the desert town and promises to make it rain, as well as teach Lizzie some life lessons.

In 2007, the show received Tony nominations for Best Revival of a Musical and Best Orchestrations.

The New York Times praised McDonald’s performance saying, “You don’t know how she feels; you feel how she feels. You’re likely to find tears in your eyes by the end of even comic songs.”

Performances featuring McDonald and Swenson run June 28 through July 10. With a run this short (only 16 performances), seats are expected to sell out quickly.

Tickets to the event range from $99 to $149 a seat. 

“The sticker price is a bit high, but we firmly believe that it’s worth it,” Murphy said.

Unless the performances sell out, the theater is considering holding a lottery for $25 seats on show nights, as well as offering a student rate.

 “We’re thrilled to be able to bring this kind of event to the community of Orem, Provo and to the students of BYU and UVU,” Murphy said, “and we really hope people will take advantage of it.”

To find more information or to order tickets, visit haletheater.com or call the box office at 801-226-8600.

