Canadians Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir chose Symphony No. 5 by Gustav Mahler as their music as they skated the ice dance program that won them a gold medal on Monday night.
That same symphony is also the choice of the philharmonic orchestra this weekend. After rehearsing for months, the philharmonic orchestra will perform Mahler’s 70-minute symphony under the direction of the School of Music’s Director of Orchestras Kory Katseanes.
“I’m hoping that when people come they will get a sense of how great this music is,” said Katseanes. “It’s so incredible and inspiring and powerful that your life is kind of incomplete, really, if you’re not somewhat familiar with art at this level.”
Katseanes stressed at how important it is to know the story behind this particular symphony. 

“[Mahler’s] music is kind of biographical,” Katseanes said. “[When people hear it], they just think it’s beautiful music, but if they know some of the story, they think this is incredibly beautiful music and powerful.”

At the beginning of the concert, Katseanes will give an introduction to present key events in Mahler’s life that influenced the symphony.

The story behind Symphony No 5 spans a year of Mahler’s life, beginning with great hardship and sadness during a time when he was very ill – at one point he came within an hour of death – and ending in great happiness as he met, courted, and married his wife.

Freshman Tim McLure, a violin performance major from VA, plays third chair, second violin in the orchestra. He expressed his hope for the audience’s reaction to the symphony.

“I hope they are bowled over,” McLure said, “that they can just hear the incredible depth of emotion that this piece has. It’s intense. … I want them to come away saying, ‘that was an experience.’”

The concert will be held in the de Jong concert hall on Saturday, Feb. 27 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets can be purchased from byuarts.com, at (801) 422-4322 or at the HFAC box office. They are $11, $10, or $8 with a student ID.
